
 
 

Accent Iris Garden 
Vincent Christopherson 3301 Hanover Dr. Arlington TX 76014 817-992-7695 
vciris@sbcglobal.net www.toolsbydesign.com/vciris/default.asp  
 !ŎŎŜƴǘ LǊƛǎ DŀǊŘŜƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ±ƛƴŎŜƴǘΩǎ ƘȅōǊƛŘƛȊƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ 
 1991. His first introductions (2001 through 2004) were released by Argyle Acres. Accent 
 LǊƛǎ DŀǊŘŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘƭŜǘ ŦƻǊ ±ƛƴŎŜƴǘΩǎ ǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƛǊƛǎ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǊǎ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ нллрΦ 
 Past Christopherson introductions & a selection from other hybridizers are also available.  
 

Angel Iris Farm 
Janice Thompson Sherman TX 903-771-6785 ciris03@yahoo.com www.lonestar.50megs.com/
iris/index.html 
 Don & Janice (with the help of friends) moved an entire collection of iris July 4, 2006. 
 Currently there are about 700 (130 historic) varieties planted. We personally dig every 
 order and mail them the next day, or you can pick them up here at house. We guarantee 
 each Iris rhizome to be healthy and true to name.  
 

Argyle Acres  
Joe & Donna Spears 910 Pioneer Circle East Argyle TX 76556 940-464-3680  
irises@argyleacres.com www.argyleacres.com/  
 Argyle Acres Iris Gardens specializes in historic and modern Texas hardy irises for the past 
 12 years.  Our 2011 photo catalog lists 349 modern and historic varieties, most of which 
 are Tall Bearded (TB).  Another 145 varieties are available in limited quantities. In addition 
 to an excellent selection of modern irises, we offer a unique collection of historic varieties 
 - from 30 to several hundred years old. Come see us in April at the "IRIS IN BLOOM" event 
 at our log home in the woods -- details and map at the web site or in the catalog. For the 
 past 18 years we have owned and operated Argyle Acres. Now we are ready to really retire 
 and hopefully hand over this labor of love to someone who will enjoy it as much as we 
 have. We are actively seeking a buyer for our iris business. That includes about 50,000 
 plants, farming equipment, business operation software, Web site, name, and of course 
 our good will and fine reputation.  Contact us if you are interested. 
 

Hillcrest Iris Gardens  
3365 Northaven Road  Dallas TX  75229 214-352-2191 bjnhtn@aol.com 
www.hillcrestiris.com/ 
 Bonnie and Hooker Nichols hybridize many outstanding iris and introduce 
 ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƴŜǿ ƛǊƛǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊΦ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀΣ ǎǇǳǊƛŀΣ ŀƴŘ .ƻƴƴƛŜΩǎ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŀƎŜ ǊŜōƭƻƻƳŜǊǎ 
 along with miniature tall Bearded grace a garden location that is spaced out so visitors 
 have a chance to walk among the plants with ample space between the rows. Each row 
 being over 200 feet long gives each person quite a workout when viewing the plantings. 
 The Mesquite large garden has over 5,000 irises and over 1,000 new irises grow in the 
 home garden at 3365 Northaven Road in Dallas.   
 
 

Malevil Iris Gardens  
1506 S. Aspen Ave Lubbock TX 79403 806-746-6002 dana@malevil-iris.com www.malevil-
iris.com/  
 This commercial iris garden run by Vernon & Dana Brown is situated  north of Lubbock.  It 
 is a Median Display Garden and a display garden for TBIS. They currently grow over 1500 
 varieties including MDB, SDB, IB, BB, MTB, AB, TB's and a few species. 
 
 

Seandel Iris Farm  
800 Purcell Drive Plano TX 75025 972-517-7219 seandelirises@yahoo.com  
 Dell and Seann are growing a variety of interesting iris at their home in Plano. They started 
 {ŜŀƴŘŜƭ LǊƛǎ DŀǊŘŜƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мффлΩǎΦ 5Ŝƭƭ Ƙŀǎ ƻǾŜǊ тлл ǾŀǊƛŜǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƳŜŘƛŀƴΣ ǘŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ 
 Arilbred bearded, Louisiana, spuria and species irises growing on her corner city lot. Her 
 love for irises started in Connecticut, when at age 6, she saw some cast-offs growing along 
 a stream, dug them up and took them home. She is currently a member of three local iris 
 societies, an AIS judge, and is the Region 17 Judges training Chairperson. 
 

TB's Place  
1513 Ernie Lane Grand Prairie TX 75052 214-262-5331 www.interstellargarden.com 
 Tom Burseen, is a Vietnam War veteran and hybridizer of tall bearded irises at T.B.'s Place 
 in Grand Prairie. He has 27 years experience in hybridizing Tall Bearded Irises. This year he 
 has 12 show bench quality Tall Bearded Irises, 10 garden delight Tall Bearded Irises for the 
 landscape, and 2 novelty Tall Bearded Irises for the hybridizer. Tom's " garden delight " 
 irises, irises that are true performers for the garden, produce large clumps quickly with 
 ƘǳƎŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘǎ ƻŦ ōƭƻƻƳ ǎǘƻŎƪΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ Ϧ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘǎέ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎƘƻǿ ōŜƴŎƘ ƳŀǘŜ-
 rial, but they will dominate the garden bench in your garden year in, year out . 
 

 
 

 



AND THE WINNER ISé.. 
The winner of the 2011 AIS Fundraiser is.....Mary Townsend of 

Toms River, New Jersey. She is a Master Judge in Region 3. Cheryl Deaton 
and Jill Bonino pulled the winning ticket on February 2 at 9:30 am PST and 
called President Judy Keisling. Judy called Mary and Mary was thrilled and 
couldn't believe it.  Mary and her husband Ed Townsend will be the recipients 
of the Grand Prize, which is two full registrations to the 2011 Canada Con-
vention and 5 nights at the Fairmont Empress Hotel, a value of $1,400 plus 
two tickets to the Butchart Gardens. Congratulations! 

2 27  

     The only way to stay an outstanding viable 
society in our wonderful world is to encourage 
young people to love gardening and iris.   
     There are 1,122,378,109.75 people under 18 
in our world. Each iris society in the state of  

Texas has been challenged to recruit one new youth member and pay their 
American Iris Society dues.  This is not a difficult or expensive thing to do.  It 
is only $9.   
 Of course, once you get them signed up, members need to make them 
feel welcome and begin to mentor them. But this should not be difficult 
either.  It should be fun!  It will bring out the teacher in all of us!   
 HERE IS AN INCENTIVE FOR ALL R17 SOCIETIES! Debbie Strauss, past 
RVP, will donate a 2011 Paul Black or Tom Johnson introduction to be 
given to one lucky R17 society who signs up a youth member with their 
club and AIS before August. This will be a random drawing from the 
names of all clubs who recruit a new youth member before August 1, 
2011.  Send your NEW youth information to Annette at: 

 jamesmabrown@graysoncable.com 
 Spread the word, the 2011 Youth Ackerman Essay Contest topic is 
ά²Ƙȅ L IŀǾŜ LǊƛǎ ƻƴ aȅ aƛƴŘέΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǇǊƛȊŜ ƻŦ Ϸмлл ŜŀŎƘ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ ŎŀǘŜƎƻπ
ries; 12 & under, and 13 & over age. The deadline is March 31.  Mail entries 
to Claire Honkanen, PO Box 24, Signal Mountain TX 37377 or email to 
Claire235@aol.com.  Essays should be about 500 words or less. The winners 
will be announced at the 2011 National Convention in Canada and pub-
lished in the AIS Bulletin.  Remember last year our very own Claire Harding 
won! 
 Stephanie Strauss. The past youth chair, sent the packet of nomination 
letters and paperwork to the National AIS Youth Chair, Cheryl Deaton to 
nominate our 2010 Outstanding Youth, Alex Harding for the Clarke 
Cosgrove Memorial Award for Youth Achievement. This is the second year 
Alex was selected for the R17 award and was the 
runner-up for the Clarke Cosgrove Memorial 
Award for Youth Achievement last year. Everyone 
is hoping to hear his name announced as the top 
winner this year at the AIS Awards Banquet in Can-
ada in June!  
 Everyone look around and find a son, daugh-
ǘŜǊΣ ƎǊŀƴŘŎƘƛƭŘΣ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ ƻǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ 
them interested in the great outdoor sport of gar-
dening by sharing all your knowledge about iris 
with them.  The show is a perfect place to get 
them excited with the design section or the educa-
tional section or perhaps even a photography sec-
tion.  Help keep iris alive and enjoyed! 


